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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER TANAKA ASSERTS CONSTITITIONALITY OF 
JSDF 

REF: TOKYO 12044 

SUMMARY: ON SEPTEMBER 17, PRIME MINISTER TANAKA ANSWERED 
HOUSE OF COUNCILLORS CABINET COMMITTEE INTERPELLATION WITH 
VIGOROUS REASSERTION OF GOJ POSITION THAT, SAPPORO COURT 
DECISION NOTWITHSTANDING, JSDF IS CONSTITUTIONAL. 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 17, IN HIS FIRST OFFICIAL STATEMENT ON 
NAGANUMA CASE, PRIMIN TANAKA TOLD HOUSE OF COUNCILLORS CABINET 
COMMITTEE THAT GOJ HAS NO INTENTION OF COMPLYING WITH COURT 
DECISION WHICH FOUND JSDF UNCONSTITUTIONAL. RESPONDING TO 
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QUESTIONS BY OPPOSITION COMMITTEE MEMBERS, HE SAID GOVERNMENT 
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WAS NOT BOUND BY DECISION RENDERED AT DISTRICT COURT LEVEL. 

2. TANAKA NOTED THAT STATUS OF SDF HAD BEEN DEBATED FOR 
27 YEARS, BUT THAT JAPANESE PEOPLE CONSIDERED SDF CON- 
STITUTIONAL. HE CITED CONSISTENT POST-WAR ELECTORAL SUPPORT 
IN NATIONAL AND LOCAL ELECTIONS AS EVIDENCE OF POPULAR 
SUPPORT FOR GOJ AND LDP POLICIES AND, BY IMPLICATION. FOR 
SDF. HE ALSO SAID CONSTITUTION DID NOT REQUIRE THAT JAPAN 

REMAIN DEFENSELESS IN AN INTERNATIONAL SITUATION WHERE LOCAL 
CONFLICTS COULD BREAK OUT, NOR DID IT BAN POSSESSION OF 
MINIMUM ESSENTIAL DEFENSE CAPABILITY. 

3. PRIMIN DECLARED THAT GOVERNMENT DID NOT INTEND TO REVISE 
CONSTITUTION SINCE IT HAD TAKEN STRONG ROOT AMONG 
PEOPLE. HE ALSO SAID GOJ WOULD NOT WITHDRAW DEFENSE BILLS 
FROM DIET CONSIDERATION NOR WOULD IT FREEZE DEFENSE-RELATED 
APPROPRIATIONS IN JFY 1974 BUDGET. 

4. COMMENT: AS NOTED IN REFTEL, RPIMIN'S REMARKS WERE 
STRONG REAFFIRMATION OF EARLIER STATEMTS BY GOJ LEADERS 
WHO HAD PLAYED DOWN SIGNIFICANCE OF SAPPORO COURT 
DECISION AND CONSISTENTLY ASSERTED SDF CONSTITUTIONALITY. 
INGERSOLL 
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